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Public can view floodplain maps online 
  By KATE MARTIN 
   Staff Writer   

   n Kate Martin can be reached at 360-416-2145 or  kmartin@skagit   
 
     MOUNT VERNON — The revised Federal Emergency Management Agency flood maps are now online for public viewing. 
   County and municipal leaders are hammering out a public meeting schedule to provide information about the maps and give people a chance to comment on and possibly appeal the findings. 
   The proposed maps show flood   levels up to 6 feet higher than the previous model, which is about 25 years old. 
   Dates and locations of the meetings will be worked out soon, said Tim DeVries of Skagit County Planning and Development Services. 
   The maps were released to the county on July 1 and are a revision of maps that were recalled in December. 
   The first versions had significant problems. Some land clearly   on high ground, including the hill in La Conner, was shown to be underwater during a 100-year flood — a major flood that has a 1 percent chance of occurring in a given year. FEMA officials corrected about 50 errors on 80 sections of the December maps. 
   For the first time, FEMA’s maps include floodplains from Sedro-Woolley to Concrete, and off the Samish River. 
   Insurance companies use the maps to calculate flood risk based   on whether a property is within the 100-year floodplain. The maps also tell property owners how high building pads must be to keep structures above water during a 100-year flood. 
   After a 90-day comment and review period, the public will have another 90 days to appeal FEMA’s plans. The flood maps could be adopted in early 2011.   
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View the plans  


� HYPERLINK "http://ow.ly/27UfM" ��http://ow.ly/27UfM�


Receive e-mail updates about community meetings:


Log on to � HYPERLINK "http://www.skagitcounty.net" ��www.skagitcounty.net�


Under “General Information” at the bottom of the page, click “Email Subscription Lists,”


Select “Planning and Development News”.








