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From the President’s Pen by June Kite





   How do we tell you about the beauty of Skagit County?





   I recently sat with Friends of Skagit County’s Board members brainstorming how to get the facts out about Initiative 933.  Following are some key thoughts that struck a cord for me.





   What is the best thing about your neighborhood? -- It is your neighborhood.





   Your voice is important.  We work to promote good land use and ensure a public process so citizens have a say in local decisions.  I-933 is a serious threat to good land use.  It would remove protection of our valley’s rich resources, our farms and forests.


Skagit County Comprehensive Plan adopted in 1997 provides for sub-area planning and there are 


local citizens coming together to express the needs of their community.





Bay View UGA was among the first and is currently working on completing a good drainage plan before development can be permitted.





Guemes Island residents have organized to get the work accomplished for their island.





Alger now has their community putting together what they want for their rural area.





Big Lake and Lake Cavanaugh villages are on a waiting list to get a sub-area plan.  These are examples of good planning at work.





   In contrast, South Fidalgo Island sub-area Citizen’s Advisory Committee was totally dominated by self-interest people and their recommendations were a total disregard of local citizens and the State Growth Management. This is a peek preview of 1-933 if it were allowed to pass.


.


   People’s voices are being heard.  Sub-area plans must be in compliance with the Comprehensive Plan and State Growth Management Act.  Bad land use planning will be opposed.  Friends of Skagit County has joined the efforts of Futurewise and many state wide organizations to bring out the truth about I-933.





   How much would you pay to preserve Skagit County? The price of a latte, a movie ticket, cable TV for a month? We believe it is priceless, but there is a cost to keeping it that way.





   Friends of Skagit County is the only non-profit group working locally to preserve our farm and forest lands as working landscapes and to promote livable towns and cities.





   Working for you and your children’s children’s children, (our bumper sticker).  It makes sense when you know the rest of the story.  If we work together, voices and support will keep our valley green.  We depend you, our neighbors and friends.























PUD Projects In Litigation


Delay of Appeal Provides Legal Advantages


by Diane Freethy


 


HANSEN/THOMAS CREEKS EXTENSION


	Last April FOSC joined Skagit Citizens Alliance for Rural Preservation (SCARP) in appealing the County's approval of a five-mile water line extension north of Sedro-Woolley's Urban Growth Boundary. Seattle attorney David Bricklin represented the appellants.


	In his decision of May 22nd, County Hearing Examiner Wick Dufford found that the project did not comply with the Critical Areas Ordinance and remanded that portion of the appeal to the planning department for further work. Otherwise, the permit was affirmed.


	Bricklin argued that the County Code only allows water line extensions into rural areas in limited circum�stances and that PUD had failed to show a necessity for the line. However, Dufford claimed that it was a matter of policy and outside the Hearing Examiner's juris�dic�tion. Bricklin remarked afterwards that it was a "terrible decision."


        On June 1st, FOSC and SCARP filed a joint request for reconsideration. In addition to re-addressing the issues raised during the hearing, the appellants stated that Mr. Dufford's position with Washington Water Trust indicated a possible conflict of interest. Dufford sits on the board of WWT, which promotes implementation of the Depart�ment of Ecology's instream flow rules and buys up water rights around the state. (Ecology is paying $1.1 million toward the water line.)


	The Skagit County Code reads in part: "Hearing Examiner shall not conduct or participate in any hearing or decision in which the Hearing Examiner has a direct or indirect personal interest which might influence or appear to influence or interfere with the decision-making process. Any actual or potential conflict shall be disclosed to the parties immediately upon discovery of such conflict." Dufford did not disclose his affiliation with WWT.


	Both SCARP and FOSC were planning to attend the remand hearing on June 28th, but the Planning and Development Services failed to transmit its Staff Report in a timely manner. Upon receiving the SCARP/FOSC complaint, the Hearing Examiner's office agreed to reschedule the hearing and on June 28th Mr. Dufford announced he was recusing himself due to the appearance of a potential conflict.�      Since the appeal will have to be heard again in its entirety, there will be an opportunity for the appellants to introduce new evidence. In addition, the delay poses a problem for PUD because its grant contract with Ecology expires on December 31, 2006. The new hearing has not yet been scheduled.


 


BAY VIEW WATER LINES AND APPEALS


	After four years of planning and negotiating with property owners, PUD's Bay View water line project is nearing completion. Roger Pederson reports that con�struc�tion of the Bay View-Edison Road/Seabird Lane portion is finished, but the legal wrangling is just beginning. 


	Pederson has hired Bricklin to represent him in a dispute over property easements and has also appealed the 420-foot extension for the Bay View Cemetery Road. A hearing is scheduled for 10 a.m., July 26th, at the County Commissioners Hearing Room.





COOK ROAD LINE


	Last March, Planning and Development Services requested a public hearing concerning PUD's permit application for a 24-inch transmission line along the Cook Road between Sedro-Woolley and Old Highway 99. Sandy Tenneson testified before Hearing Examiner Dufford that the PUD had asked her for a 30-foot easement across her farm where unstable soils are present. Nevertheless, the permit was affirmed by Dufford who also denied a subsequent request for reconsideration submitted by Tenneson.  


	Tenneson has since hired an attorney to negotiate a settlement with PUD and hopes that the utility's engineers can come up with a more suitable plan to avoid destroying her farmland.





	FOSC believes water lines in rural areas promote pre�mature development, and that PUD's pipeline con�struc�tion plans will need closer scrutiny in the future.

















ANNUAL MEETING


Friends of Skagit County


Shelter Bay Community Center, LaConner


July 8th


5:30 pm meeting for members


6:00 pm - 8:00 pm  Potluck, beverages & set-up provided.


Please bring your friends, neighbors and a dish to share with others.  RSVP at 419-0988 or friends@fidalgo.net.





Notes from Friends  is published quarterly by Friends of Skagit County, P.O. Box 2632 (mailing address), 110 N. First St. #C, Mount Vernon, WA 98273, 360-419-0988, friends@fidalgo.net; www.friendsofskagitcounty.org


June Kite, President       Ellen Bynum, Director      Ellen Gray, Policy Director
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LEGAL FUND DONATIONS


Bricklin Newman Dold, Seattle, provides the legal expertise for Friends’ appeals.  We’d like to match the $7,500 in grant support with member contributions for FOSC’s 2006 Legal Program.  To date we have raised $2,700.  Please write a check today to the Friends of Skagit County Legal Program and ask your friends and neighbors to do the same!  THANKS!
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Grandy Lake Field Trip





The Conway School District wants to acknowledge and thank Mr. Ken Osborn, of Grandy Lake Forest Associates, for his on-going support of Conway Middle School’s Science Program.  For the past ten years, Mr. Osborn and others, including Wally Michalec and Jim Unsell, have taken Conway students on tours of the forest area known as Grandy Lake Forest, located near Lake Creek off Highway 9 between Lake McMurray and Big Lake.  The tours include lessons on forest ecosystems, plant and wildlife, benefits of our forest lands, as well as math as the students learn to measure tree heights and calculate a tree’s age.





This past year Grandy Lake Associates made a donation to Mrs. Talman’s Science Program which was used to purchase science lab tables.  The district is very grateful for community partners like Ken Osborn and Grandy Lake Forest Associates.


Reprinted from Conway School Newsletter.











Friends Support in 2006 – Thank You All!


2006 Foundations & Grant Support


The Bullitt Foundation, Seattle	


The Burning Foundation, Seattle


Northwest Fund for the Environment, Seattle


The Russell Family Foundation, Gig Harbor


Project for Public Spaces, New York (Mount Vernon Farmers      Market – Skagit Cooks! Project)


2006 Contributors


Thanks to 94  members who have contributed $10,350 in 2006!  This is about $7,000 less than this time last year, so if you haven’t renewed, please do so today.  If you can make additional contributions, we would appreciate it.  Thanks very much!  


Special Thanks for Extraordinary Contributions


Office Equipment Donation


Peoples Bank, Mount Vernon


Carrie Youngquist, Mount Vernon


Monitoring Public Meetings


Bob Helton, Diane Freethy, June Kite, Gene Derig





Proposed Wetland Mitigation Bank Will Eliminate Skagit Farmland by Ellen Bynum


In April, Clear Valley, LLC paid $6 million for some 800 acres in the Nookachamps drainage and proposes to flood some 300 acres to create a wetland mitigation bank.  Wetland banks were created to mitigate for filling wetlands in developments.  Developers purchase credits in the banks. The WA State Department of Ecology and the US Army Corps of Engineers are using a “draft rule” to permit a number of wetland banks as “pilot projects” in the state.





Clear Valley applied for a fill and grade permit and a shorelines permit.  FOSC and other concerned agriculture groups will appeal the permit requests.  Appeals may be submitted to the County Planning Department.


 


The project proposes to: 


remove almost 1% of Skagit agricultural land from production which negatively impacts the main economic contributor to Skagit County


ignore more than one part of the Growth Management Act and the Skagit County Comprehensive Plan,


contradict federal, state and local policies and codes on farmland protection


leave the upland areas of the property open for development


create drainage issues and runoff that threaten the surrounding agricultural properties and habitat for endangered species


threaten the economic stability of the county’s purchase of development rights program by paying an inflated price per acre for agricultural land


set a precedent that existing rural areas with positive agricultural production are expendable for mitigating development of urban wetlands.


not include the affects of the current FEMA revision of the 100 year flood levels.


A copy of the full comment letter is available on request.

















PUBLIC WORKSHOP—Wetland Mitigation Banking


July 12, 2006				7—10 pm


Skagit Station Community Room


105 E. Kincaid, Mount Vernon


The Dept. of Ecology and US Army Corps of Engineers will make a short presentation.  You are encouraged to attend and ask questions and get answers from Ecology and the Corps wetland banking staff.  Your comments will help DOE and the Corps address your concerns about effects on the agricultural community and the local economy.


If you ever thought about attending ANY public meeting that would save Skagit County, this is the one to come to.  Bring your family and tell your friends and neighbors about your concerns.
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Friends of Skagit County Summer Art Show & Sale


An exhibition of paintings by


Betty Miles


You are cordially invited to attend a Preview and Reception


July 28th 2006


5:00 to 8:00 PM


Show runs through August during office hours & by appointment
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PUD Projects – continued from page 1





Mount Vernon Downtown Redevelopment


EIS Scoping Hearing


July 11, 2006          5 pm – 7 pm 


Police Campus – Continental Place, Mt. Vernon





This is your opportunity to comment on the proposed re-development of the revetment along the Skagit River.  Submitting oral and/or written comments establishes standing for parties seeking to appeal the proposed redevelopment plan.








